


LIFE... .. MUCH AS |
| LIFE... | el BUILT TO SERVE...

e 10 PLAY IN
: : PEADLY €AMES...
2 ?w. -
: 4 w -
INTELLIGENT =l i
POBOTS.., u
ABLE TO THINK " ~ ’ Y |

AND FEEL...

g | N ... TO CARRY OUT
> THEIR MASTERPS'
WISHES...

EE THEY JUST..

o

el R _ BUILT TO SECVE. ,
’ ‘Il : ! | BUILT TO OBEY WITHOUT QUESTION.

0 VULES :
e L | NOT BUILT TO BE FREE..AND YET..

- SOME APE.




.. THEIR OWN DESTINY
-



DPONES... | | L . ' 1.

PrAE

BETTEE, PECHAPS,
TO HAVE STAYED
AS THEY WEFE...

e

5

-,
ot

WITHOUT THOUEHTS,
WITHOUT DEEAMS...

f

e By

NO MEMORIES TO HALINT THEM...




EONE.
THEY ALE &ONE...

HE IS &ONE.

ALPHA CENTALIRI,

STILL LOW IN THE 5k
COLORPS THE CEMNANTS

OF THE VANISHING STORPM...

= w7
‘I "-‘..-

NOW THECPE LIES SMOKING WRPECKAEE,
AND ONE SHINKI, ALONE...

WHEPE THEEE HOURS ASO,
THESE WAS LIFE LOVE, AND FRIENDSHIE,



NOT ALONE.

ONE HAS
SURVIVED.




WAS IT ALL |
A DREAM, ,
THEN..7> |

— e S
o z o o -

<IT'S..IT'S THE SHINKI I — e — —
. AND S-SIDESWICE!> _

= —
= e
o

o

<IT WASN'T
A DPEAM/
PRIMLIS! IT
WAS PEAL/>




{Manfeesd f?foq hél‘:‘l'ra Plotd... ol of
repafi- nanftesd ﬁﬂ%{_?f P himd
Theyll hey 4o his spark and P& hind
Tall work, I know T wld

Thcg can P an&tﬁ-hﬁ*g_—)



{1 lhove o
o [eRal

" T lhave o
lag move—y




4B S

<SIT DOWN, : <LET ME TAKE
SHINKI.> >, A LOOK.>

<I'M THE BEST MEDIC
— IN MY FLIGHT...
; SILVERBOLT ALWAYS
SAYS...>

<. ALWAYS... |
SAID 50.5




| e QevTaloodsal |

We need 4o help—>
| v 4

h

<THEY'RE..
GONE.>

%k%dmm

<WE WERE WRONGS,
SHINKI, THEY CAID...>

<.LAND SO WILL L2




<I WILL PROTECT YOU, SHINKI. ‘
SIDESWIPE TOLD ME->

—

a _..r"'. e

— .--_""‘m. —
{Lan EJF"J-I.J help hTmg
Whhod cre {l:_'}_c;l._”ﬁ dotno g

<NOTHING... |

 ——

LUNTIL | KNOW WHAT

<BLPER
ENEREON.>
3

LENERPSON-
LACED METAL,
DRIVEN INTO
HIS SPAPK...>

<BLEW A PIECE
RISHT..OUT..>

<DION'T
HAVE... A
PRAYER...»
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(Lg.ou 'Q’?aurtd T oudby

E

|
|

| Qﬁ.&u acan 9% il

-
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-

<TSUeArU..> B

L RieHE i .

' A oy -
s o e \
g .

X



{5-5TASIS..,
LOCKED..>

CHE'S IN
STASIS
LOCK >

<HE'LL BE FINE.>




|
{Doca loakl O covrael

He's powered down...> |
|

{Thod's wby | -
lhe's 2o aold]L
A PRy

-

{Thank 4o, %Hgd‘i‘qti, L

- "" - .
- {1 taca 20 scaredly =
s
- p— _'-=-‘

g =



{e've oot 4o aed hfm
back ¢o Miorontaly

Tle lon ger

LIE LAGTE—

- i
- L . -
AR gy bl PR M - L W e

<SIDESWIPE
ORDERED ME
TO PROTECT
YOou.> '

<I CAN'T
LET YOU
60 BACK.>



(ot 2L | <IF WE DO,
— e : YOU ARE.>
1D woe don's bﬁn‘% |
T T, %Tdeam’ﬁpt :

Ta. SinTaledly

L]

P [ A

<IMPI9150NED .rfLT BEST. Iﬁ.T WORST...> |

Lol DDN’T KNOW. ULTRA MAGNUS-> |

{ T8 Lareng — end csu el To L |
- - T-slh 4o bTm pr'&ﬂft{:ﬂ« el
= -

{%Tdem‘f‘pt aaTd— 7

.

* <I AM NOT SIDESWIPE.>

- { Nore a2 ¢hfs makes senael) =



i

{Magrve ¢rosted me..now L'm an enemy,
o come bhere, ready 40 K.

~ond afder.all dhad.. 4eo wand- 4o helply

— 1= t\rtrgbbd% afely 2 Dd dhre woorld @ Q'r"ﬁt.%?}

—_—

—

>

<..THIS PLACE LOST ITS REASON
WHEN THE BOMBS STARTED FALLING...>

<THE DISEASE IS DISTRUST,
AND ALL OF US HAVE CAUGHT IT.

<FOR THIS ILLNESS, . ' ' . <AS SIDESWIPE
THEQE 1S ONE CLRE..> I e <

<I MUST THINK
FOR MYSELF/>




"\_'_I.__'m...ab...3[&&%&..#1&;:5:%?&\’ Ekﬁ> |

4 {Boe.. %1 can's dake
%Tdem"[‘pt ook .

{iﬂd % 1 can'd sove him...

ere...dhne E&na o mcgﬁua >
y 4

o dden 'm sdo
bebore ¢|HE38}_E¢§

iy, | ‘f {_'_l__'m Firc Gurn AlaTs Plﬂﬂt
N0 6 boneuard dhe Sraaatn
GUHH?&H&. L,.mnlu,_. g:, ﬂtﬂ.\“_&

{SHINKL..>



<I DIDN'T SAY YOU HAD TO LEAVE HIM...EVEN IF..
..EVEN IF WE CAN'T RPETURN TO MICRONIA, | MEAN.>

<SIDESWIPE WAS LIKE A iy
FATHER TO ME, SHINKI...
TO ME, AND TO MY

BROTHER, FIREFLIGHT..>

RN

‘(?T‘rtﬁl?&hﬂ:...ma... our brodlher 2 .
%H‘%Ld?ucl. 1 d%dn's kbnow.. ‘ <STOP> [

y 4

<THERE WILL BE TIME,
LATER...TIME FOR...
EXPLANATIONS.>



<FORT SCYK IS NEAR.
THIS PLACE ISN'T SAFE.> |

(e e aave me o roode. ..
e 267d ;e should both bnows...
kﬂumbtra_..mapcﬁwma._\}’ |

£50...5INCE ——"
WE CANT &0 _ ; h
BACK..>

" <..WHEPE WERE YOU
AND SIDESWIPE
HEADED, TSUGARUPD

{1 lhave some chardes.. 4here
WeaNn's m%ﬂ.ﬁ'mt 40 plod W ovd- ..

<LET ME HAVE
~ ALOOK.>

‘Q y



<LET'S SEE..THAT'S
THE LAST WAYPOINT...
HEADING INTO
YUSSITE TERRITORY...> |

<WAIT!>

<l KNOW WHERE
~ HE WAS HF;J_&DEDD

<NOT MLUCH
THERE,
l EXCEPT..>

(\Lg,ou o e Srfenda

<l KNOW
OF THEM..>

CLon dhnes

help him

<THEY CAN
GIVE HIM...
EXACTLY
WHAT HE
NEEDS...>



-
{es's & dhhend !
We can pud him
T mgplcmti; Tl I

8

b remode—condrol
T, ® T hove 4ol |

<WAIT...>

—

r z ;
(W Sor wshan 20> [ g e

1
-

<-ACE.
DO YOU

HEAR ME,

ACE?D

T

r

—
:"{

<CAN You
HEAR ME, ACE?
SHE NEEDS
oue HELP...»

<I'M...NOT SURE... |
LET ME..TRY
SOMETHING...>



<NOTHINE. MAYRE HE
CRASHED...OR MAYEE
MY HUNCH WAS WRONG...>

<IT'5..A PELIEF..
ACTUALLY...>

» <IT I5..IT WAS CORE AEGIS...
1 4 WEAPON USED ASAINST YOU.
EUT NOW IT WILL HELP WITH

SIDESWIPE'S.. RECOVERY.>

<WE CAN SECURE HIM IN
THE RADIO ROOM...

| <..BUT HOW?

IF WE LIFT THE
BODY, IT COULD
EPEAK APAPRT...

RISHT IN FRONT
L {]F-_rlEl'.?,,,}



'-‘- ;

<| NEED SOMETHING <STAND CLEAR,
THAT CAN LIFT HIM TSusArL/
AND HOLD IT ALL I'M FIRING
TOGETHER..> A SOPT OF

TRACTOR EEAM.>

CSOMETHING LIKE...

.. THE FORCE-CHAIN <HE...
OF.. AlR RAID'S... WON'T
TORPRUIE PIFLEP> FEEL A

THING...> |



ft

Al

<STORM JET'S
» N ABILITIES..>

- - y

-

<Ale PAID'S
ABILITIES...>

<I USED TO BE AN AERPIALEOT..
NOW I'M THE ONLY AESIALEOT..>

B

<.0R AM [ ALL_OF THEM AT ONCE~>

= =

- 1'-'1\ ™ —
<PO-TOE'S TOQO, THOUSH I'D !
BEST LEAVE THAT TO YOou, ACE..>» *

<SHE DID THIS, ACE... THE ONE WHO BROLIEHT YOU BACK...>

<...BUT THE SHINKI ACTED AS IF SHE'D NEVER
SEEN COPE AESIS, BEFOPE...>

<I DOUBT IT'S AS SIMPLE AS AMNESIA...
SICESWIPE WAS RISHT SOMETHING
EBl& IS S0INE ON IN THIS PLACE...

[ DON'T KNOW WHAT IT I5...>




SWHAT IT" 1S...NOW, THAT..

THAT HAS CHANGED..
CHANGED A &RPEAT DEAL...>

<NO MATTER HOW | TRY |
/ C'.TN"T MAKE SENSE OF 1.2 b e

o L

 [<maT MucH HASN'T cHaNEED..> |
AN - e

-

<IT COULD CHANGE EVERYTHING...>
<SWHAT IT' 1S...>

<&00D0..
oOr EVIL...»

<OR...PERHAPS NOT FLLLY EITHER...>




<WHAT'S THAT, ACEP>

<A .. SAD..7>

<POES IT
MATTERP>

SMEMORY FAPES QUICKLY, ACE...
AND THE SHINKI DOESN'T SEEM
TO PEMEMEER VERY MLICH...>

<...BUT WE DO, AND WHILE THE MEMORY IS FRPESH,
WE NEED TO THINK..TO TRY AND LUNDERS TAND
WHAT HAPPENED LIP THEFE...»

<THERE IS TIME...FOR OTHER THINGS...LATER.>

s
Vi
A



<WE CAN'T AFFORD TO MISS SOMETHING... (s 7/
LIKE DICGE’S ABILITY. [ DION'T PLAN FOR IT... | " /
AND IT WAS DOWNHILL, FEOM THELE...> e |
<I FAILED TO PROTECT THEM. | A !
| MUST NOT FAIL HER...> '
<SIDESWIPE WOLLD
& NOT HAVE IT, ACE> -

<THE GQUESTION... IS THIS FACTOS AN ALLY
A FELLOW PROTECTOR...OR AN ENEMY..A THING

[ MUST EVENTLALLY CONFEONT 2>

<FIPST THINES FIRST.,,
WHAT DO WE KNOW?=2>

”~

<ITS POWERPS APE INCPEDIBLE...

THE STRENETH WE FELT COULD ONLY
BE A SMALL FRACTION OF THOSE
COLOSSAL ENEPSIES...>

<..AND ALL DIPECTED AT

A SINGLE PECEPTICON...
s SMADNESS., WHAT cOULD
D2IVE AN IMMORTAL TO IT>



<BUT. .VENGEANCE. marw.a SN'T THE
FIRST THING IT WENT FOR,WAS IT?>

<FARST IT BROUSGHT l___
YOU BACK, ACE...> l

\J N <. T wisHED

_ THEM PEACE...>
g v

ML‘? T BERPOUESHT YOUR
OST COMPADPES BACK...>

<AS WE WERPE FLYINS IN...
l..HEARPD IT..SOMEHOW..>

LIT SOLNPED SO SAD...
- | SO POWERLESS...JUST THEN.>



<IL..I'VE LOST..FICEFLISHT..
STILL... WE'PE MICPONS. MICPONS MEET AGAIN...
. BUT WHAT IF THEY DION'T? >

SWHAT IF MY EROTHER HAD &ONE %
WHERE | KNEW | COULD NEVEP f:‘-;{:':'}

<NEVEP TO MEET..FOR ALL ETERNITY...>

<THAT WOLILD BE AWFLIL, ACE...
I WOLLD FEEL... ' A.
B
P\ __:.; \
\
<PRIMUS/ >

<KIND OF LIKE...SIDESWIPE...
AFTEE HE LOST STELUTE>




mm{m...

Dtdeswipe... |
T'm so sorry, D...Jdeswtpel
14's m%_?m} 4, oll mg_‘-?muh-.

1 wish 1'd never
aome &0 e pim:n:L



"

Wik, . LaTels %c:.ur T&HE:E. cnd gmr lhowne b
and...and your SrTends... :
ond... T wook..cll af ﬂahﬂﬂ-...mm%..

Now..now weov' re hord.... :
T bhad ¢bhe power 46 help Yoo...
dlhe poLser 4o sove dlhem. ..

“"‘.'
AE _
1T d%dn'y, becoose L

wes cPraTd, Ddeawpe,
pleaze...plecse %rg?w: mel

yy N
Lg.m}r Drfends Wil khelp Yeu...
4 ?}Hg&?ﬁt soys dlrey con...

e sous ﬂ-htgﬂnﬂ help yoo..



e saTd...hhe..207d.. bos. ..
g dTdn'e: look ot oe...wohy g

B, WLT By P 3 — ] Ul 1 ] § -

.

HC ITedd ’

. 4




He. e bnews...wabas T
whed 1 wanded.. 40 hear ...
and ke [fed 0 mel

Me's nod 4—&?-.?\"\%:::

4o Dtdeanipe s

ends. ..




"Trecckherovs
worml”

L

#
[

He's leadtng vs
back &0 Miarontal



<copy,
SHINKT...>

Qlﬁ"ﬂTCH YOUR TIMER...
WE'RPE APPROACHING
WAYPOINT ‘LEDOC'...>

_ <TURN LEFT Q0> |
'f’) £ ™~ ==

1 <TRANSPONDERS OFF, ‘

MAINTAIN RADIO SILENCE

LINTIL WAYPOINT ‘DORIE’ ...
LET'S HELP ACE HIDE LS |
FROM MAGNUS! > Bage,

_I"‘h.‘h:‘“>

QL':} witlles.. plecse —
be Qﬁ?"t@ﬁl:‘.u}.

<YOu T00..>|

A
-

e -

- . W e e




<I HEARD IT TOO, ACE...>

SWHATEVER SORT OF LOST SPARK
THAT THING MAY BE, IT'S LATCHED
ON TO HER...

~ALMOST LIKE SIDESWIPE DIC,
WHEN SHE FIRST CAME HERE.>

<SOPRY ACE-
I FOR&OT>

<THE SEEKERS HIT HIS HOUSE..STELLITE WAS
IN IT. IT WAS QUICK...I HOPE. IT TOOK A LONE
TIME TO KNOCK DOWN THE FIRE...

MAENUS TRIEC TO KEEP HIM OUT, BUT..»

<HE WAS DIFFERENT, AFTER THAT >

<COLD...VIOLENT..

YOU WOULDN'T HAVE KNOWN HIM...
AND HE ONLY &0T WORPSE...

SHE WAS A MICPON, AND HE WAS NOT..
AND HE KNEW WHAT THAT MEANT...
THEY'D NEVER BE TOSETHER ASAIN...
THEY AREN'T TOGETHER NOW, ACE.>

<I THINK THAT'S
WHAT BROKE HIM.>




<MAENUS KEPT SIDESWIPE ON THE FORPCE.

HE WANTED TO KEEP AN OPTIC ON HIM...I| HOPE.
SIDESWIPE WAS...EFFECTIVE...ANP WILLINE TO
TAKE RPISKS. . MORE THAN HE SHOLULD HAVE...>

<HE WAS IN THE HOSPITAL WHEN THEY HAULED IN

THAT LITTLE WRECK OF A PRETENDPEER. A FEW OF THE
OPPERPLIES WOLLDN'T EVEN 60 NEAR HEPR...

. YOU KNOW HOW IT IS WITH TECHNOREANICS...>

<BUT..THEFE SHE WAS, IN THE BED NEXT TO HIS...
AND THERPE SIPESWIFE WAS, SITTING LIF ALL

HOURS... WATCHING HER TEMPERATURE, CHECKING
HER SUPPLY LINES, TALKING TO HER AND CALMING]
HER DOWN WHEN SHE 60T A&GITATED...>

<I WAS THERE, ACE,
AND HE TALKED TO ME... /
ABOUT EVERYTHING... '
LIKE HE HAD JUST ?ﬁ'

COME BACK FROM

A LONS TRIP..>

<.l GUESS <HE EVEN FLIPTED WITH THE NLIRSES...
HE HAD...» REALLY BADLY, PUSTY, | ELIESS...»




<WHY DID HE HELP HER? HOW DID SHE SAVE HIM?
IS MAGNLIS RIEHT? IS SHE AN AGENT?>

<I PEALLY DON'T KNOW ACE...
BUT SHE DOESN'T SEEM EVIL...
AND THE SIPESWIPE | TALKED TO
WAS THE SIDESWIPE | KNEW...»

<PROTECT HER, HE SAID..
AND. INDEED, SHE'S IN DANSER...>

|<,.J SUSPECT, ACE, THAT WE ALL AFE...

o LA it b AN Wl Y . AW Y ) e s o bt s el A

Bf = &

(ATTENTION, MICRON!
4YOU ARE IN VIOLATION
OF YUSSITE AIRSPACE!)

POCKETA
QUEEP!*

‘HARD TO
TRANSLATE




TO WARN ME/

ALLY
—

(THE DRIFT FACTCOR
IS STRONG [N THIS ONE'

(SHALL'I UEE'THE FORCEP

(BEHAVE HYOURSELF, FADAWAN!




<P-POCER! PM-58 ACE, PEQLIEST |
EMEREENCY OVERFLIEHT..>

- |
h S <SLAS THEY'CE SPEAKING '
w1 | TO EACH OTHER IN YUSSITE OCTAL!
. | DON'T LINDEGSTAND A WORD.. >

=

el

<. HOPE I'M NOT MISSING
ANYTHING IMPOETANT >

(SLAG ALL THIS TALKING.
LET'S SHOOT HIM DOWN!)

(BOTH, ULCHTAR?)

(NO, AQUILA...6OSH!
...0JUST THE WHITE ONE.)



(LISTEN, YOU OLD FOOL...
WITH YOUR GOOD EAR!)

I7T g bW PRI Nl P VR ARV e A ki SR A
—

(THE RED ONE IS CLEARLY THE DROID WE WERE
LOOKING FOR...BUT THE WHITE ONE IS SKYDIVE,
WHO WORKS FOR MAGNUS, REMEMBER?

WE SHOULD DEAL WITH HIM FAST, BEFORE HE-)



(YE STUPID FLANKER!

<WHAP!Z

(HAS YER DATA
GONE HALF-RANDOMP!)

(NEUTRALS CANT GO
SHOOTIN' MECHS DOWNY)

(...NE'VE 60T TFORCE HIM
INTO A CRASH LANDIN'...)

(ULCHTAR! AQUILA! WAIT!
THIS IS TSUGARU...THE FRETENDER...
PLEASE DON'T HURT THE MICRON!)




(HE'S HELFING ME, AQUILA,
AND HE'S CARRYING SIDESWIPE!)

(SIDESWIFPE'S BADLY HURT! HE NEEDS
HELP RIGHT AWAY! SKYOIVE SAID YOU
COULD HELP! PLEASE HURRY!)

(FORGNVE ME, MISSY...

| DION'T KNOW...)

(DID YE GET THAT, ULCHTAR?

WE'LL BE ESCORTING THE BOTH
OF 'EM TO ENTROFOLIS )

(ROGER, AQUILA. 40U SFEAK
G000 OCTAL, PRETENDER!)




B I

{GREAT WORK, SHINKI!
YOU'RE FULL OF SURPRISES! >

<YOU'RE ONLY THE SECOND
NON-YUSSITE I'VE KNOWN
TO SPEAK OCTAL THAT WELL/>

<{THE OTHER ONE...>



(WE FOUND HER, RAVAGE!*
GO LET THE MASTER KNOW'}

{GROWL, WHATF)

_
~~ (BROWL, 5IR.) ___§i

% (THAT'S BETTERY)

———

(OH...LET HIM KNOW SHE'S GOT
FESTE TR B O A PET SASSENACH WITH HER...
s HARMLESS LITTLE BUGGER.)




(LOOK AROUND YE, PRETENDER.
WELCOME T' ENTROPOLIS,
M4 OF THE FALLEN...)*

(AQUILA'S MY NAME,
AND THIS IS ULCHTAR.
WE ARE SEEKERS

OF THE FALLEMN.)

{THE LORD FALLEN...

*TRANSLATED - - : .
: THE LORD OF THE FALLEN...
FROM MICRONESE FRIEND O’ SIDESWIPE.)

(YOUR ROOMS ARE
ACROSS THAT
BRIDGE THERE...;

(NEVER MIND HIM.

G0 REST UF.

WE'LL S8END FCR Y€
(RIGHT, ULCHTARF) IN A BIT.;




o I >
<1 v i _ , <YOU MAY
G YW 4n1%,7
| MEMBER OF
THEIR SEEKER

4 1 .
Tlne o oung lusiasg

one laskss

[foe one oF : : ..BUT THAT WAS
dhose demons : ' ANOTHER BAND.

el ’ ! THESE OO NOT
dlhoy droooed <NOT DEMONS. WORK FOPRP US...

e 4.0 [ﬂd’ctru_'ﬂ-l”? YUSSITES.> 4] FOR MAGNUS.>

{deo. ..ﬂ-—ht‘!ﬂ_ﬂm’l be drusded... STHEY'RE
whod cbsvd thef medies Ty &00D.>

| <HE HAS THE SAME
CHANCE HEPRE AS
HE WOLILD IN THE
FINEST HOSPITAL.>




Vel v,
= WA
hudive...?

D oou've been 2o
i Laonderiul...
STde aATRe
will ke prood...>

g of
dle ‘5}

Fallen... »

{All ¢hose ploges...
LHn:L:} look, ITee.. |Tds.>

whad T8 onder dlhem @)



<BE CAPEFLIL,
TsueARU.>

<YOU'RE CLOSE
TO THE EDGE,
WITH NOTHING

TO HOLD ON TO.>

{IT IS EASY
TO FALL...»

<AND HARD
TO 6ET
BACK UP..>

mn



MORNING...

MOLRNINE.

THIRPTY-SIX HOLRPS
IN THE CITY

OF THE FALLEN...

FORTY-FOLR HOUPS...

SINCE THE FALL...

THE FALL OF A DRPEAM THAT TWO COLLD SHAPE...



ANOTHER DRPEAM...

SONE AT SLINPISE,

.NO.

SHE WILL HOPE,
HE TOLD HER TO.




(NO ANSWER, SCOOPS,
THINK SHE WENT OUT?)

(MAYBE, EUC.)

(GETTIN' THE LIGHT... HOLD ON...)



(GIRL DION'T TOUCH
’ THE ENERGON!
AIN'T SHE HUNGRY?Z)

N, - —
(::;".ﬂ

(MR: 8COOPS...TURN AROUND...)

gy



} ‘ (GET GOING, EUCLID...

G0 CHECK ON SIDES.)

LET DADDY
SCOO0FS
TAKE CARE
OF THIS.

L
\



(YALL NEED TO
EAT SOMETHING .)




. . -
= ]
(NITRO JELLY. {1a's.. iece...
| MADE IT FOR YOU.) d can Yoo Jose

leave T4 hevred)

1_.- >
e,
ol -
LT
%
J S -
- -
'
-
3
" -
8
[

(| 6OT A KILLER
- HEADACHE, MAKING
~ THIS STUFF. | AIN'T
| LEAVING UNTIL IT'S
GONE. DIG IN...)



: e . — ; - L
" EE',mIl' gﬂ":“lﬂ' ; {Thed's.. worse dhen...
- Jost con'd By L than Dwtper's Jokes.>
I‘_"r‘h'j-_:é ... - H‘ . = .

g:‘ U F

AGLA £

(.. THAT'S A CHROMQUAT. MY B j S <0 shod's...

DAUGHTER LOVES EM...) whaed's her nome 2

{THIS IS HER ROOM,
SHINKI...SHE'S AWAY







COME WITH ME,
TSUGARU...







LW % (vl E;"I. g %ou
Fhitng Wim 2Ly

Shudive s6Td Hpu covld %T\JE T

o e neededly




<PON'T YUH SET IT YET?
THIS IS WHAT HE NEEDS.>

; n r:j— " -
‘*f'"i"' reeds &b |nF' ‘ﬁ',gm L
l'\l" 1“'-...'! SEN L'|. Jl.__J"‘I_'|_ %?\,{F‘ 1,__;

i Ll.j. Y I.I.j PU'—'l— llﬁ?ﬂ |_,.J_,u|_,.l.__.§_

ot

Lﬂ‘qt...l.?r'ﬁt..._ an old cart>



o
e oF &lhem

Wil [Teden 4o mel >

do 4hfs, Dudivel ,
_‘ll_ljn. “‘-] |_'|_.{:. I_'|_- LWEFPT.J;‘




<LET HIM 60, TsUeARU.>




o wcm'q- led Tm 8_
T won'd led r:.-m oV dlhem 8&!-.

Thtg lhave a j’cJu 4o doly

<THEY WORKED ON HIM

FOR WELL OVER A
SOLAR CYCLE, SHINKL.>

<WITH...DAMAGE LIKE THAT...
YOU HAVE ONLY SO MANY
OPTIONS...OPEN. >

<PLEASE DON'T THINK...

THEY'VE &IVEN UP..
THIS IS THE BEST WAY, SHINKI,

THE ONLY...CHANCE...HE HAS.>




— i
&

LURTTS %_tn‘?e 8

<THIS IS A [ : % g
E-gg&f:mc \ NevrnaZhy 1
o A
e
|

_ i - :
§ <THE COOLINEG WILL SLOW f
8 HIS ENEREGY LOSS...PRESERVING... -~
ANY REMAINING SPARK DATA... S\
L1 LINTIL REPAIRS ARE POSSIBLE... ;
FOR VORNS, IF NECESSARY...>

G .

{Pus me T dhere
Wwith Stdeswtpely

{Poy me
T/ dlner el

gzﬂ_lj&tp-h‘?m warmb’
Pod me Tn widhinToal>




<THEY CAN'T
DO THAT,
SHINKI.>

fl;g,t& ﬂ-htﬁﬂﬂ’ﬂ:
heve's p tnﬂ-%_

of room, and
== ) T,
1L m nod l::-?g:..;‘

(...BUT YOU'RE ALIVE,
PRETENDER...)




{5

...

— m
. L m.. alive...

4oldbod

™. Ta ..

: Y |
'f-:__lx..}'&,&t_‘!n EL"uChl._"ﬁl.d lnove
4old me, ':jl‘-\b'- divel”

_‘}_







{30 long, Dbudivel
Take m %amﬁca

4o wour no-ball
comimonderby

¥ Y - <

KOHAMIMAN: ALERT?
WEAPOH IS LOCKOUT?*
PLEASE TO CLEAR

HAZARD COMDITIOHN =

BEFORE RETRY THAMKS® . 5 m

017




<LINKAGE/
YOU'VE KILLED HER/>

(I'VE SAVED HER.)

(THE STUN WILL
WEAR OFF, IN A
DAY OR TWO.)

(A HOLE IN THE
HEAD, NOT 80
MUCH!)




(INDEED
POOR L

D, ULCHTAR... |
ITTLE SHINKI.) |

(THANK YOU FOR
SAVING HER...)

. o (AND YOU, MICRON...
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
OBEDIENCE. | KNOW IT
SEEMED CRUEL TO
SUMMON HER HERE...)

(...BUT ONLY THROUGH
TRUTH CAN SHE EVER
KNOW PEACE.)




(SIDESWIPE'S REST IS NOT FOR HER.
TAKE HER TO HER ROOM, ULCHTAR.)

(SHE MUST BE
WATCHED...}

<I'LL WATCH HER, SIR.
THIS IS ALL MY FAULT...>

g Mo,
BOY...)



=% = (4YOU NEED TO REST.
- MY JET-Al WARRIORS

WILL STAND GUARD.)

\m — e

(SHE IS SAFE, FOR NOW...AT A COST.
BY THE TIME SHE AWAKES, SIDESWIPE
WILL BE SEALED AWAY, FOREVER.)

ey (NO, VITRUVIUS.
(CAN WE NOT WAIT, THIS BURIAL WE

LORD FALLEN?) DARE NOT DELAY.)



- (LET US HARBOR NO ILLUSIONS, MY FRIENDS.
| SIDESWIPE 13 DEAD. HIS SPARK IS EMPTY...BUT...
q DESPITE THE MICRON'S ACCOUNT...UNDAMAGED.)

(SKYOIVE REPORTED THAT IT
HAD BEEN DESTROYED...
DAMAGED TOO GRAVELY
FOR STASIS LOCK...AND S0,

| BELIEVE, IT WAS...)

(...BUT HE ALSO SAID
THAT THE SHINKI HAD
FLOODED SIDESWIPE'S
SPARK CORE WITH
REFPAIR NANITES...)

i
{...A CORE INFECTED A T-" 6o ¢

IV THE KILLING BLOW - -
BY ENERGON OF SOME LRI N\

UNUSUAL POWER...) D N

(A POTENT COMBINATION.)

A N




(SI0ESWIPE
WAS GONE...) |

(BUT THE
NANITES
oIoN'T

KNOW IT...) ; ' T
;. - f \ "

B - 1_"':-;\:"' (SIMILAR, MILORD...
(FUELED BY “%- B - THOUGH I HESITATE
THE ENERBON, 1 TO MENTION IT...)
THEY REBUILT

e o e .73 o
.
Ca8S 7 Es, KHAYYAM.
- BIMILAR TO THE
~ KALIS SYUDROME.)
Fiag WLl

n =
ey

i

{BUT...EVEN IN THOSE CASES...
FORGIVE ME... SOME REMNANTS
OF PERSONALITY..MAY REMAIN.)



(S0 IT WAS SAID, KHAYYAM...
AND YET, SIDESWIPE'S SPARK IS
COMPLETELY BLANK...)

!f
' {| AM NOT SURE I'M PREPARED
4 TO EXPLAIN THIS...MORE WORK
I3 NEEDED...)
3 (AFTER ALL, MY HYPOTHESIS

" . I8 NOT WRITTEN IN...STONES.)

(ALAS, YOU BRING ME ALL TOO QUICKLY
L\ i. TO MY NEXT POINT...A THOROUGHLY
23N UNHAPPY ONE...}



("A BLANK, UNLOCKED, FUNCTIONAL SPARK IS VULNERABLE...
A TARGET FOR SUBSPACE HACKERS...OR WORSE THINGS...
SOME NAMELESS, UNATTACHED PROGRAM, ADRIFT IN THE VOID...)

("SUCH THINGS HAVE HAPPENED
BEFORE...EVEN IN THIS PLACE."

("I WOULD NOT HAVE
SIDESWIPE'S MEMORY
TAINTED BY SUCH
DIABOLICAL PUPPETRY™)

._“‘L



~ (FREETZE HIM, VITRUVIUS ..
~ COLD A8 40U CAN MANAGE.
 USE THE HEAVIEST LID 4OU HAVE, |
" PERHAPS YOU SHOULD EVEN FILL
THE CELL WITH CONCRETE.) R

3 .
f (YEs...SIR.) . S
g |
- - oyt -_;,’: “
k I!;il.l*:'i-l o Ir; W
7’ "l 4 4 S
| RN
ﬁla ‘ i _""f" t
- R
f=— =

(WHAT WAS ONCE SIDESWIPE

i UST NEVER LEAVE THIS CELL!)
e p—




8 <ALL RIGHT, | THINK WE'VE
p GOT THIS TRANSCRIBED RIGHT...>

1| <LET'S RUN THROLGH |
T ONCE MORE...> _
- L

NAMES

i e 3
-t B = I




e e L] BY CRUEL MASTERS MURDERED...">

[ ]




<", TO ARISE FROM WITHIN/">

<"ON THE STORMCLOLIDS | RIOE,
| MY WINES BEATING THUNDER.. e

<{"BEARING GIFTS FOR THE | EI’H‘E’E
AND A CURSE FOR THE_- SEDM>




<THAT'S WHO...IT..SAID IT WAS.
NO NAME... MAYBE IT DOESN'T
EVEN HAVE ONE...>

(WHAT ARE 40U
DRAWINGF)

4
1 I_'_

N\ T
<OH... {4 ascal
IT'S FIREFLIGHT. H\“fﬁ “‘{h..;:x#
I'LL GET SOME [h\Oc iy

NEW PAPER...>

o FIL’ T iE T4 f-'l:-..
" | . 1 I L. b - 1 - n .-I . 1 L‘_ :'
WHAT CAN [T MEAN, SRl il i
KHAYYAMP > Yot e e
= | - . el s -‘||-_|. ki Il._.-"
Pl g
- ..__,.n' 5 '_I . L_ ..-..- .-:_. 'L._||' - -.-':I_,-' ? .-'.\...1.
_l e e '._,..-F"' gk I""___.:
el L .__J-].--" 1R T{'a- - o

e

T

\

OLE, THOU

<..THIS _ID

GH.

('HEAVEN THE VISION OF FULFILLED DESIRE...
HELL THE SHADOW FROM A SOUL ON FIRE.

& DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEASP>

2

(TAKE CARE... OR YOU

A WISE HUMAN SAID THAT ONCE, SKYONE...) |

. MAY BE CONSUMED.)
5 e




<I'M NOT AFRAID OF THE TRUTH,

KHAYYAM. .NOT FOR MYSELF...
IF THERE'S ANY TRUTH BURIED
IN THIS THING'S RIDDLES,

| NEED TO Dl& IT OUT/>

<| NEED TO PAY...
FOR THE LIES
| TOLD HER...>

<MAGNUS IS AFTER
HER, KHAYYAM...

TO BRING HER BACK,
OR BRING HER DOWN/>

<NO RPEST FOR HER...
NO PLACE TO HIDE...>

<..NOT EVEN THE
citYy OF THE Fﬂ.L.LEN'}




THE CITY OF THE FALLEN...
ONCE IT BOSE HIEH...

ELEAMING ABOVE THE
FIELDS OF STANIX...

THE PRIMOBDIALIST
TEMPLE OF ELITROPOLIS. ELEAMING ELALOIAN
OF A MATEIX FLAME...
A PLACE DEOICATED
TO KNOWLEDSE
AND MEMORY..

A SCHOOL...A LABORATORY..
A STOPEHOUSE OF LOCE... '

HOME TO THE MUSELM
OF THE AMPRODOME.

\.BENEATH IT ALL

"\ NETWORK OF CATACOMBE
VHECE THE FALLEN OF YUSS

I TOOK THEIR LONE SLEER



WAL

EXTINGLISHED
THE FLAME.
THE AMPRODOME
ALMOST SUPVIVED.
———
AEES PASSED.
NOW IT IS ENTROPOLIS...

A FLAT-TOPPEDL MOLIND,
PISING FROM THE ICE
AT THE EDEE OF STANIX...

4

- LBUT
. TLINNELS CEMAIN...HOME




ANOTHER PLACH
A TIME APART.

s oS OARLD
fc.TYrE

e

S.SABG

A 6I?OLP OF FRIENDS
WELDED BY BATILE...

Bleul

[ kit
>

)
tn "'i
v )
o) i
» &3
3 Z%
m £
>

his

X
ACROSS MyRIAD
UNIVERSES,
THEY SEEK
THEIR LOST..

A MICRON NEEDLE
IN AN INFINITE HAYSTACK.
BUT THEY DO NOT &IVE
S =



L A BPOKEN SWORD...
|| A PUSTED SPEAPR.

-1 : T H:_ ! ol & "-..
I . i e
2 L .
'-r -r- ¥ ! -
3

CAST OUT LUPON R R
THE PEFLISE HEAP... ol

TAKEN LP
PEFOREEL,

MADE SHAEPP
AND ERIEHT...

§ SOON THE BEAST
SHALL FEEL THEIC BITE.




THE BEAST WHICH CRLISHES DEFEAMS...
PEVOURERS OF HOPE AND JOY...

AVARICE AND MALICE, SLAVERY AND WAR...

e i

WHICH TUENS FRIEND
ASAINST FRIEND...

SEPARPATES LOVERPS
FOPEVER...

SPILLS THE FLUEL OF THE WARPPIOR
FOR THE HUNGRY EASGLES OF YUSS.
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